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here at Woodridge to be lost because
there’s—because some say, “Well, T don’t
need to get out of high school,” or the ac-
countability systems in high school don't
measure up. And so what I want to do is,
I want to have the same sense of account-
ability in our high schools that we have in
our junior high and elementary schools—not
to increase the testing burden but to help
us understand whether or not we are achiev-
ing our national objective, which is giving our
kids the skills necessary to be competitive.

And so I think we need to fund testing
early in the high school systems and to help
students fix problems like we're doing in ele-
mentary school and high schools. I proposed
a billion-and-a-half dollar initiative; Congress
needs to fund it. I've also proposed a pro-
gram to train 70,000 teachers over 5 years
to lead Advanced Placement classes in our
high schools. Advanced Placement works. It
is a—it is an excellent program that helps
our high schools set high standards. And it
calls—it challenges our students to achieve
great things by raising the standards.

Many of you know about AP. It needs to
be spread all throughout America. And step
one is to make sure our teachers have the
skills necessary to teach it. And step two is
to help States develop programs that will
help parents pay for the AP test. What we
don’t want is a child taking an AP class and
having mom or dad say, “It’s too expensive
to take the test.” You pass an AP test; you're
on your way. If you've got the skills necessary
to pass an AP test, it means the education
system has done its job, and our country is
better off.

And so here are some ideas for the Con-
gress and the administration to work on as
we think about how to reauthorize the No
Child Left Behind Act. I strongly believe this
piece of legislation is working. I know it is
necessary to have this kind of rigor in our
school systems to say we have done our job
and given our kids the skills necessary to suc-
ceed. And I want to thank you all for serving
as a great example. Thank you for inviting
me. Again, I thank the teachers for teaching
and the parents for loving and the students
for reading.

God bless.
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NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:02 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Anthony A. Wil-
liams of Washington, DC. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Proclamation 8064—National School
Lunch Week, 2006
October 5, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

For 60 years, the National School Lunch
Program has contributed to the health and
well-being of America’s youth. National
School Lunch Week highlights the many
achievements of the National School Lunch
Program and the importance of helping chil-
dren develop good nutrition habits.

Eating healthy foods and maintaining an
active lifestyle are vital for children’s health
and reduce their risk of serious long-term
health problems, such as obesity, asthma, and
diabetes. The National School Lunch Pro-
gram, part of the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA), provides more than
29 million children with healthy meals each
day. The program raises awareness about the
importance of good food choices and trains
food service professionals to prepare nutri-
tious breakfasts, lunches, and snacks that in-
clude foods rich in vitamins, minerals, and
fiber. In addition, the USDA offers edu-
cational resources for school nutrition direc-
tors, managers, and staff based on the re-
quirements for healthy school meals estab-
lished in the Dietary Guidelines for Ameri-
cans. By promoting good nutrition and exer-
cise, schools can help children develop well-
balanced diets and lead healthier lives.

During National School Lunch Week, we
recognize dedicated parents, school officials,
community leaders, and food service profes-
sionals for their efforts to ensure that our
children are provided with nutritious meals
each day.

In recognition of the contributions of the
National School Lunch Program to the
health, education, and well-being of Amer-
ica’s children, the Congress, by joint resolu-
tion of October 9, 1962 (Public Law 87-780),
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as amended, has designated the week begin-
ning on the second Sunday in October of
each year as “National School Lunch Week,”
and has requested the President to issue a
proclamation in observance of this week.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week of October 8
through October 14, 2006, as National
School Lunch Week. I call upon all Ameri-
cans to join the dedicated individuals who
administer the National School Lunch Pro-
gram in appropriate activities that support
the health and well-being of our Nation’s
children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand six, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 10, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 11.

Proclamation 8065—Columbus Day,
2006

October 5, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

More than five centuries ago, Christopher
Columbus boldly set out on a long and chal-
lenging journey across the Atlantic that led
the way for exploration of the Americas. On
Columbus Day, we celebrate the historic
voyages of the Italian explorer and honor his
life, heritage, and lasting legacy.

Columbus’ brave expeditions expanded
the horizons of human knowledge and in-
spired generations of risk-takers and pioneers
in America and around the world. Our Na-
tion is built on the efforts of men and women
who possess both the vision to see beyond
what is and the desire to pursue what might
be. Today, the same passion for discovery
that drove Columbus is leading bold vision-
aries to explore the frontiers of space, find
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new energy sources, and solve our most dif-
ficult medical challenges.

Columbus Day is also an opportunity to
celebrate the heritage we share with the leg-
endary explorer, the important relationship
between the United States and Italy, and the
proud Italian Americans who call our Nation
home. Italian Americans have strengthened
our country and enriched our culture, and
through service in our Armed Forces, many
have defended our Nation with courage and
helped lay the foundation of peace for gen-
erations to come.

In commemoration of Columbus’ journey,
the Congress, by joint resolution of April 30,
1934, and modified in 1968 (36 U.S.C. 107),
as amended, has requested that the President
proclaim the second Monday of October of
each year as “Columbus Day.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 9, 2006, as Co-
lumbus Day. I call upon the people of the
United States to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. I also direct
that the flag of the United States be displayed
on all public buildings on the appointed day
in honor of Christopher Columbus.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand six, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 10, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 11.

Proclamation 8062—Fire Prevention
Week, 2006

October 4, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During Fire Prevention Week, we under-
score our commitment to advancing fire safe-
ty and awareness, and we honor the brave



